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Your Community Nature 
Center: 

A Year in Review 
 

 

 As we welcome in the New Year, we find  

 ourselves in the season of storytelling.  

 Winter is the perfect time to enjoy a  

 warm drink and reflect on the joys of  

 2022, the most successful year on  

 record for your Cityõs Community  

 Nature Center (CNC).  Teachers,  

 students, children, and families are  

 outside more than ever before thanks  

 to our growing Prescott Unified School  

 District (PUSD) and broader community  

 partnerships.  Since school started this  

 fall, the CNCõs program attendance is 

 over 4,000 with new students,  

 returning students and community  

 members.   
 

 Attendance totals for the whole of 2022  

 are over 18,000, up from 11,200 in  

 2021 and 5,200 in 2020.  In a survey of  

 200+ PUSD students, 95.5% of them  

 enjoy learning at the nature center,  

 98.6% of them like their Park Rangers, 

and 98.2% of them said they learn something new during their visit(s).   òI like 

how you can always count on the rangers to keep [you] safe and I love how I 

can always learn new things,ó concludes a 4th grader after their unit on  

geography and geology.  
 

The Park Ranger and Outdoor Learning staff team has also grown   

exponentially.  For the first time, the Recreation Department and Prescott  

Unified School District are co -funding a full -time Outdoor Learning  

Coordinator as well.  In this role, Ellen Bashor collaborates with four CNC Park 

Ranger Program Coordinators from multiple AmeriCorps and Health Corps 

grants.  In July, the PUSD Outdoor Learning Center was added to Granite 

Mountain School campus, providing a base for the CNC Park Ranger team.  

In 2022, these outdoor learning community partnerships and leaders received 

numerous local, state, and national awards for their work.   
 

After a year as bountiful as 2022, we canõt wait to see what 2023 brings.  
 

(Contributor: Ellen Bashor, Outdoor Learning Coordinator)  
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(Photo courtesy of:  Community Nature Center) 
 
 

New additions were provided by Prescott Recreation Services Trails and Natural 

Parklands Coordinator, Chris Hosking, and Over The Hill Gang who installed 

shades over the Birdôs Nest Classroom at the Community Nature Center.  New 

trails through Granite Mountain School and Abia Judd Campus were also added.  

The Prescott Fuels Management Division donated stumps and mulch to improve 

all four outdoor classrooms at the 18-acre Open Space Preserve. 

A Human Sundial was also donated by Fulton Wright. 
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City of Prescott leagues and events will be scheduled before other rentals are accepted  

and have priority over other reservations.  
 

For information about city sponsorship (Prescott AYSO, Prescott Little League, Prescott Girls Softball  

Association and Prescott Youth Football), please contact the Recreation Manager at (928) 777 -1552.  

GRACE SPARKES MEMORIAL ACTIVITY CENTER - Gymnasium and Conference Room  

GYMNASIUM USE   

Commercial Use  

Damage and Clean -up  

$100 per hour  

$300 per event (refundable)  

Private Use  

Damage and Clean -up  

  deposit required  

$50 per hour  

 

$200 per event (refundable)  

MEETING ROOMS   

Use of Flagstone room  

  and/or Kitchen  
 

Gym Floor Cover Charge  

  (if applicable)  

$30 per hour (in addition to 

gym rental fee)  

 

$100 per occurrence  

Note:  Tables and chairs will be provided if available at no extra 

charge.  

Rentals - Sports 

Information regarding park facilities, activities, and rentals 

can be obtained through the City website at:  

www.prescott -az.gov  

For detailed information regarding liability  

insurance, rules, policies, and other applicable 

requirements on rentals contact our office  

at (928) 777 -1552.   

Tennis Courts and In -line Hockey Rink  
 

The tennis courts located at 824 E. Gurley St. and the In -line 

Hockey Rink at Pioneer Park  are open to the public on a first come, 

first served basis.    

FIELD RENTAL FEES 

Field Rental Fees (January 1, 2021)  Individual, Team and 

Tournament Directors  

City Sponsored  

2nd Season  

Field Rental (per field)           $20/hr.     $15/hr.  

Initial Field Prep (Baseball and Softball only) per field           $45 (per prep)     $35 (per prep)  

Field Prep (Soccer and Football Only, goals not provided)           $200     $200  

Field Lights (per field)           $25/hr.     $20/hr.  

Damage & Security Deposit           $500       N/A  

Fence Relocation - Plastic (per field)           $150     $150  

Rain Delay - per staff member           $25/hr.     $25/hr.  

Tournament ñSubsequent Prep (every 3rd game will be 

required) per field  

         $35     $35  

Flagstone Room 
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Special Event Park Rentals at Watson Lake  
 

Upon request, Watson Lake can be rented for special events.  Full park reservations (Upper Ramada, Lower Ramada and Grassy  

Area - only) can be reserved for a daily cost of 

$800 with a $500 refundable clean -up and 

damage deposit.  Use of the full camping area 

will be an additional $450 a day.  All rental 

fees, including the $500 refundable damage 

deposit will be due no later than 20 days prior 

to event.  Large scale events held at Watson 

Lake during peak season (Memorial Day to  

Labor Day) will be subject to a 25 percent fee 

increase.  $3.00 parking fee will be charged at 

Watson Lake and Willow Lake for all vehicles 

entering your event.  Parks staff will collect 

parking fees at the entrance to the park.   

Requests for Special Events will require a  

Special Event Application and approval by the 

Special Event Committee.  (25 percent City  

resident discount does not apply to full park 

rentals.)  

Rentals - Parks 

Ramada Rentals  
 

Ramadas in city parks can be reserved for small or large groups, for an entire day or less.  

A reservation ensures your group of exclusive use of the ramada, and allows staff advance 

notice so that we can prepare for your groupõs arrival.  We offer a 25 percent discount to 

City of Prescott residents.  Just provide your city water bill or Yavapai County Assessorõs 

Office tax bill when you make your reservation to identify you as a resident of Prescott.  

Large Ramadas   Medium Ramadas  

Will require a $200 reservation hold within 10 days    Half Day (4 hrs. or less) $100  

of  reservation.  $200 is refundable if cancelled    Whole Day (open to close) $175  

72 hours prior to event.    ¶ Granite Creek Park Ramada (capacity 150)  

 Half Day (4 hrs. or less) $150    ¶ Vista Park Ramada (capacity 100)  

 Full Day (open to close) $300    Refundable deposit:  

 ¶ Goldwater Lake Ramada (capacity 100)    *Commercial Event Rental - $300  

 ¶ Lakeview Ramada    Private Event Rental - $200  

 ¶ Pinetop Ramada     

 ¶ Watson Lake Upper Ramada (capacity 150)   Small Ramadas  

 ¶ Willow Lake Hilltop Ramada (capacity 150)    Half Day (4 hrs. or less) $75  

 ¶ Willow Lake Garden Ramada (capacity 150)    Full Day (open to close) $125  

 Refundable deposit:    ¶ Watson Lake Lower Ramada (capacity 40)  

 *Commercial Event Rental - $400,    ¶ Flinn Park Ramada (capacity 40)  

 Private Event Rental - $200    ¶ Ken Lindley Park Ramada (capacity 40)  

 *Commercial Event Rentals are any rental that    Refundable deposit:  $200 all rentals  

 requires  a Certificate of Liability.     

    ¶ Goldwater Lake Ceremonial Pad (capacity 

100) $35 per hour, maximum 4 hours  

     

A $10 alcohol permit is required at all parks and lakes to  

consume beer and/or malt beverages only.  Only Goldwater 

Lake and Watson Lake do not require the permit.  

Other Facilities  

Ceremonial Pad 

Ceremonial Pad Watson Lake 

For information on camping as well as parking fees and passes at Peavine Trail, Constellation Trail, Goldwater Lake,  

Watson Lake, and Willow Lake visit our website .    

Telephone our office at (928) 777 -1122 or go online at:  https://prescottaz.recdesk.com  


